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NUCLEAR FACILITIES PROHIBITION BILL
Ms MALE (Glass House—ALP) (5.07 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Nuclear Facilities

Prohibition Bill 2006. The Queensland government is proposing to progress the Nuclear Facilities
Prohibition Bill to ban the development of nuclear facilities in Queensland, including uranium conversion
and enrichment plants, nuclear fuel fabrication plants, nuclear reactors, spent fuel reprocessing plants and
facilities used to store or dispose of material associated with the nuclear fuel cycle.

 The bill’s purpose is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the people of Queensland. This bill,
and the debate that we are having today, highlights quite clearly the difference between the coalition
members, who are willing to support a form of power that is inherently dangerous and produces dangerous
by-products, and Labor, which has a strong record of protecting the environment and protecting our
residents. This bill will empower all Queenslanders with the right to seek court orders or declarations to
stop or prevent an offence against the proposed legislation. There is no sunset clause within the bill that
would lift the ban on nuclear facilities at a future date. I am really pleased to see that. 

The bill specifically excludes from the prohibition the storage or disposal of radioactive waste
material for research or medical purposes. That is consistent with the government’s Smart State
investments in medical and research infrastructure. The bill also has no effect on the Medical Radiation
Technologists Registration Act 2001, which governs the registration of medical imaging technologists,
nuclear medicine technologists and radiation therapists. Consequently, the bill will have no impact on the
level of nuclear research or the application of nuclear medicine in Queensland. Also, the bill does not
prohibit the operation of nuclear powered vessels in Queensland ports. 

One of the bill’s primary functions is to prevent the high-level health and safety risks associated with
the operation of nuclear facilities. This issue has been the focus of recent media attention regarding pro
nuclear activists’ claims that current technology has made the construction and operation of nuclear
facilities significantly safer than in past decades. Whilst improvements have taken place, it remains that no
nuclear plant design can be regarded as comprehensively safe and disposal of radioactive waste still
remains a significant issue. I have listened today to a lot of members on this side of the House talking
about the issue of radioactive waste. It is an issue that concerns people in my electorate. In fact, people
have been stopping me in the street over the past couple of weeks to talk about the issue of nuclear
proliferation and what would happen if we ended up with facilities like that in our state. They are quite clear
that they do not want them. 

Furthermore, nuclear facilities in Queensland would require subsidisation which would impose a
significant financial burden on Queenslanders. That is something that we all need to think about quite
carefully when we are talking about energy costs and how people will be able to follow through with their
family budgets. The recently released Switkowski report Uranium mining, processing and nuclear energy
indicates the extent of this subsidy. It says that ‘nuclear power would be between 20 and 50 per cent more
costly to produce than coal or gas fired power’. 

The formation of this bill has also been necessitated by the government’s concern regarding safety
risks involved with nuclear proliferation and the potential threat of terrorism. The government is advised
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that actual cases of nuclear proliferation have not involved safeguarded facilities in countries which are
signatories to the United Nations nonproliferation treaty. Proliferation in the past has involved illegal supply
networks, secret nuclear facilities and undeclared materials. 

Whilst it could be expected that measures would be put in place to prevent nuclear proliferation in
Australia, including Queensland, a recent Massachusetts Institute of Technology study suggests that an
international effort to reduce the proliferation risk is required. This should include reappraisal and
strengthening of the current institutional underpinnings of the International Atomic Energy Agency
safeguards regime including sanctions. Until these newly strengthened measures have been established,
the construction and operation of nuclear facilities in Queensland remain a risk to the safety of all
Queenslanders. 

The threat of terrorist attack is also a concern for the Queensland government. The release of
radioactive material from an explosion at a nuclear facility would have catastrophic consequences. The
Queensland government will monitor technology developments relating to the nuclear fuel cycle, including
the installation and operation of planned nuclear power stations, the use of laser technology for enrichment
and the geological disposal of nuclear waste. Until proper health and security measures and adequate
institutional arrangements which guarantee safety are established, we will remain committed to the
prohibition of nuclear facilities in Queensland. 

I call on members opposite to sit down and really think about the consequences of supporting a
nuclear industry in Queensland. We have seen reports that suggest that the Sunshine Coast and Bribie
Island would be good spots for nuclear power stations. The member for Pumicestone talked about that in
relation to Bribie Island. We were talking about this on the weekend with Jon Sullivan, the Labor candidate
for Longman. We are all very concerned that no-one actually rules out having these particular facilities built
in their area. I note that our local federal Liberal member has been quite dodgy in not answering the
question. He will not come out and say that he does not want nuclear facilities in Queensland and that he
definitely does not want them on the Sunshine Coast or Bribie Island. That is what he needs to do. That is
what we all need to do. 

It is our job to protect Queenslanders. It is our job to make sure that nuclear facilities are not built in
Queensland ever. I call on those opposite to really think about this. They should listen to what their
constituents are saying because they are saying to me that they do not want nuclear power stations in
Queensland, and I am sure that they would say that to those opposite if they were out there talking to them
about it. With those few words, I commend the bill to the House. 
File name: male2007_02_20_65.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Nuclear Facilities Prohibition Bill
	Ms MALE (Glass House-ALP) (5.07 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Nuclear Facilities Prohibition Bill 2006. The Queensland ...
	The bill’s purpose is to protect the health, safety and welfare of the people of Queensland. This bill, and the debate that we a...
	The bill specifically excludes from the prohibition the storage or disposal of radioactive waste material for research or medica...
	One of the bill’s primary functions is to prevent the high-level health and safety risks associated with the operation of nuclea...
	Furthermore, nuclear facilities in Queensland would require subsidisation which would impose a significant financial burden on Q...
	The formation of this bill has also been necessitated by the government’s concern regarding safety risks involved with nuclear p...
	Whilst it could be expected that measures would be put in place to prevent nuclear proliferation in Australia, including Queensl...
	The threat of terrorist attack is also a concern for the Queensland government. The release of radioactive material from an expl...
	I call on members opposite to sit down and really think about the consequences of supporting a nuclear industry in Queensland. W...
	It is our job to protect Queenslanders. It is our job to make sure that nuclear facilities are not built in Queensland ever. I c...



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


